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Chiki Reader, 
Et that ſweet and precious x 
Name ( for which alone A 
many thouſand odly a * 
Minn in thoſe pin G. 
AE. Pranitive ti 2 Fes. 8 
F. dent their blood) cauſe thee in theſe 
wori? and laſt times, by the reading of | 
t Treatiſe , become 4 4 in 
;Deed, not in Name; One that is fett- 
* denier not 4 ſelf- -ſecker ; z One that. 4 EL 
believer of the Prophets , „ nt of u 
-Þ Seteries; One that had rather Saffir Ds 
ben Slane; One that had raher part ; oY 
with Sac then guy's the Ws gr „ 


To the Reader. 

Portion in Chriit, and peace of a good 
Corſcience2. 

This is that true Chriftian Religion, | 

reſtored to us here in England, ix the 
late bleſſed Reigus of theſe two incompa- 
rable Princes, the Brother and Siſter, 
King Edward the Sixth, and Queen 
Elizabeth; and ſcaled tp us at no le. 
price then with the bluod of above three 
hundred Martyrs, The reſtitution. of 
which Religion, as well in the times of 
the former, a of the later Martyrs 
was not atchieved by Drums and Trum- 
pets, and the horrid Alarms of Warr, 
' but by Prayers and Tears, by Sorrows. 
and Sufferings, by Patience and Piety,% 
by General Counſels, Synods, A(ſemblies © 
and Parliaments, peaceably and orderly 
called and conſtituted, For what- our 

Saviour reprehended in St Peter, They 
32. that take the Sword ſhall periſh by 
the Sword, may truly be applied to 
Religion , That Religion which ſets up 
it ſelf by the phi) ſhall periſh wii 
the Smord, of which there might ſe 

. | | given, 
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y Petrus Crinitus, who lived at that . 


To the Reader. 
given many inſtances; That one (ball 


ſerve for all, of the Auabaptiſts in Ger- 


many, in the year 1525. It i related 


time and writes the ftory, That the 
riſing up of thoſe Boores,was not vouch- 
ſafed the Name of an Arm), but was 
called Tumultus ruſticus & Agmen 
tonſile, The ſhaveling. Rong, à rotun- 
dis ( ſaith he) detonſis capitibus, 
from their round ſporn Heads : And 
as their clownifh Religion was by that 


tumultuous Sword violently ſet up, ſo 


— 
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it mas by an orderly Sword of the Ger- 
man Princes ſoon after cut in pieres. 

The truth of this our Religion, thus 
reſtored to as, and refined in the blood 
of Martyrs And tbe woyderſull peace 
it. produced to this whole Land is me- 
thedically and punctually (et dewn in 
this ſhort Narrative, occaſioned by the 
common cry, both in City and Country, 
at the beginning of the late Warres, 


bat the ground of that quarrel was 
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only for Truth and Peace; which in- 
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To the Reader. 
| ak the Amber here reef (theugh de. 
tute of Books and her helps; rea. 

N But i mpriſonment ) to Write this 
bunt Diſco . .Trath'and Peace; 

eerly. out bis love to the Peblick 
Peace and. Quiet e the aud, ana 
the incitatiog 3 2 


'belps, N | 
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Peace and Truth touchi 
the Religion of the Church 


ot Ex LAN p. 


N an age of Lying and Fight- 
2 1 ing, there cannot fall into 
V- the: conſideration of men a 


better expedient for the re- 
wmadying ot both then Truth 
and Peace j Truth ſhames the devil the 
Father of Lies; and Peace ſhames Warro 
the firſt- born ekilde of the devil, begot- 
ten between him and £ve by the telling 
FI of alyc, and brought forth in C vis by the 
mourther of his Brother Abel; a Lover of 
I Thedevil was the firſt Malignant upon 
earth, and contracted to hunſelt that name 
7 thoſe two evils of lying and quarel- 
ings by reaſon of which he is. ed by: 
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6) 
our Saviour er * —— 
man, aj being the molt proper. ich- 
gh Rees be of a Moli — to 
c a 79g of x ape 0 Frath axd 
ese; In oppoſition of both which I 
have have in this time of wy reſtraint ob- 

tained from God ſo much liberty of 
minde as 1 this une con- 
cernigg Truth ang Peace, by conſiderir 
chem in Hoe natures,and Pee 5 
cially in the buſinefle of Religion, and then 
drawing them daun until the preſent di- 
ſtemper of theſe wofull times. 

The ſpirit. of man (being a blaſt from 
Gods eternall breath) had in Adam an 
exact knowledge of all truths divine and 
humane, temporal and eternal. He knew 
all creatures as being their Lord and King, 
their natures and fpecificall forms, and 
thercupon called them all by their names; 
This knowledge of truth in his under - 
ſtanding begat a love of it in his will, pro- 
dueing a'ſweet peace both in the inwatd 
and out ward man, which had continued 
with his poſterity to this day, had not he 
ferlelted his truth to God by exccating 
the lye of his Wife ſuggeſted to her by 
rhe Prince of lyars 4 So that the loſſe of 
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30 
the miſery that is upon man to this: day}. 
And like that darkneſſe which at firſt co- 
vered the face of the carth, hath over- 
ſpread all the powers and facultics of the 
Ins of men, arid truth the light of the foul 
is departed from them, inſomuch that all 
the labour and toyl of man in this life is 
but to diſpel! this darkneſſe, and to reco- 
yer the light of truth, eſpecially divine 
trath, which is to the foul of man as the 
light of the Sun to a dark dungeon. 
All truths whether divine, naturall, or 


Morall, fetch their pedegree from the 


higheſt truth, which only reſides in the 


baſome of God, that is its reſting place, 


pay, it is God it ſelf, for God is truth, and 
all truths in the world derive from that 
verity that is in him. And therefore God 
to ſhew bow oppolite he is to man who 
is naturally alyar, nay, iu the language of 
David ancry lye in the abſtract, Pſa.62.9. 
Men of law degree are vanity, and mem af 
72 degree are 4 tye, ſt iles bim oe 
that cannot le ner repent ; Truth is ſo o- 
minently in God, that the very glory and 
{plendour of it is able quite to conſaund 
and aycewhelm the ſoul of man, the eye 
of the body is ot able to behold tho light 


that i inthe Sun, infinitely (gs liber 
teen | 2 2 


(A) 
of the inte able to diſcern the truth that 
ir in Gd and thotetorel it is conveyed to 
us by aimꝭan through the humanity of 
Oh t, and we behold it in the face of 
our Redeemer 3: Grace and Truth ( faith 


Joh. 1. 17. S* fel come to us by Jeſus Chriſt, firſt 


grace and then truth, and truth by reaſon 
ol that gtace: And therefore our Saviour 
from whom we receive both, ſtiles him- 
It the way, the Trutb, aud the Li; Vis 
is exemple, Veritas in promi ſſo, Vita in pre- 
mio, 856. as Bernard elegantly deſeants 
upon the place; And this truth is con- 
veyed to us by the Goſpel, called for that 
reaſon the Goſpel of Truth. And this Go- 
ſpel & known to us by the Scriptutes 
contained in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment,” which are for ſubſtance the ſime; 
and differ not otherwiſe from each other 
then an open face from that which is co- 
verxreqdz 28 St Auſtin expreſſeth it, Vetus Te. 
ſtamentum(laith he) eſt wovunm velatum, & 
Node Teſlamentum eff vetus revelatum: 
Aud the truth of: both Teſtaments is ſum- 
medi up in that one ſaying of our Saviour, 
5e fbi 6 lifg eternal to know the Father 
robe tho true j od and whom be bath ſent 
Fu iChtift; So that to know] God in 
Chritt, faithll/ to obey him in bis — 
0 2 & mand- 


—— XX -.. 


my wa. 


vw I.IeEeE 1.0 (IQ Lb. w, of w. 


YA. 00 C© HV, T9, wi. 


+ 8B yy as VF Yy WW 


(5)? 
mandmeots, ſtedfaſtly to beleere on bim, 
and ſincerely to worſhip him in prajer and 


praiſeg is that divine truth ſo much con-. 


tended for in this laſt and worſt agel. and 
that which we properly call Obriſtian 
Religion. And unto: which as boto'a 
ſcope and mark all the Religions in the 
world are to be reduced for. theit Triall 
and Tub f 5 „ g f. 


* * 


If divine truth was re preſented tothe 
mindes of men in its own proper nature 
and likene ſs, there wòuld be no 'grff:rence 
in Religion throughout the world, all men 
like St Petry Converts would be ot one 
minde, of one heart, and of one affections 
For truth is ever conſtant and unitorm to 
it ſelf, and but of one colour and iſhape: 
But this is the miſery of man through ſin, 
that be receives ho truths but in appea- 
rance, which by that means come to him 


In divers ſhapes, by reaſon of the dimneſs 
of that light that is ia is minde, Which 


is the reaſon that there are fo many ſorts 


ol Religion now in the world, through 


the deccivablenefs of the appearance of 


Truth, according to that of the Poet, 


Fakit.nos vitinm fpecic virtutis otinmbry, 


There are a thouſand falſities (faith a 
Learned Moraliſt) for one Truth, and 


B 3 there - 


V6) 
therefore the diſcovering of errour, nd 
ſeparating ãt from truth is an extraordi- 
nary work, and of great difficulty. And 
the chick way to eff-& it is by reducing 
to their firſt: principles. So our 
bleſſed Saviour convinced the errours of 
the Scribes and Phariſces,by ſending them 
tothe Law and to the Teſtimonics ;' So 
that bleſſed Apoſtle healeth the dino 
of the Church of (ia by reducing 
them to the firſt inſtitution; I have deli- 


vered to you that Which I received (faith 


be) fen tbe beginning. And Tertallian 
reproveth the many ſorts of Religion in 
his tine ( in which ſaith Eraſmus, Ont 
homines tot eram ſymbola ) by y appaling 
to the fitſt truth, 74 ver ons Vale he). 0 

id Adultiriuam quod 5e eus: - 
And this was the voice pf that famous 
Couneel of Nice, which Conſt antinꝰ the 


Great called on purpoſe as the only 1 


per way for _ the peace bf the 
Church in mattcr Religion, Id raf 


v preise, let primitive troths pre- 


vail. The fame courſe took the Church of | 


England in the daics of Edu. 6. or rather 
EdmtheSaint, when Chriſtian Religion 
wasoverwhelmed with Popery and Su- 


perſtifn, by reſtoring it in that Refor- 


mation 
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(7) 


mation to the truth of the Primitive 


Which Reformation if it can be exi- 
deticed td be ſdund and trac for the futi- 


dattientals and firward ſubſtahct ol it, 


though ſome things through cortuption 
975 may be Si by Ses 
frame ( for Nitil ſtuui indentum & per- 
feliz ſaith the Oratour) that demon- 
ſtration may by the bleſſing of God ptove 
a happy means for the ceaſing of thoſe 
blondy contentions now amongſt us for 
that Truth which for ſabſtance we al- 
ready -pofſ:ſe, but cannot through the 
prejudice of a circumſtance truly dif 
cern it. | 

And therefore I ſhall as briefſy and as 
fully as I can prefent that Reformation to 
the publick view, efpecially to the City 
of London, and Borough of Sonrbwark , 
where it was received with admiration, 


| 2nd maintained with zcal,and ſealed with 


the bloud of many Martyrs. ': | 
A little before that our go fly Joſiah 
Edu. 6. (tor ſo he was both for his youth 
and goodneſſe) obtained the Crown, Re- 
ligion here in England, was mach like 
that deformed lump out of which S0 
framed the world. In that rade Chaos, 
15 34 light 


— 
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_ 
light apd:darkneffe, heat and cold, with 
other contraties, were all blended toge- 
ther in a confuſed mixture: And the firſt 
thing that God created out of that black 
matter was ligbt, which he ſeparated 


ftom the darkneſſe, that they ſhauld not 


intermix as they did before. And theſe 
two things Light and Darkneſs were the 
Baſes and Foundations pf all the reſt of 
the five daics Creation, being. no other 
then ornamental parts of Light andDark- 
neſſe; The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars, 
with all other the celcſtiall and keavenly 


bodies, were the Ornaments of Light; 


The Earth and Waters. with .all the crea- 
tures in them were the Ornaments of 
darkneſſe: After this manner was it 
with Religion here in England. Truth 
and Error, Diſcipline and Diſorder, Wor- 
ſhip and Superſtition, Divine Service and 
Idolatry, were all blended together in ſe- 
verall dark, confuſed Maſſe-books: When 
God out of his fingular mercy began to 


reform it, He firſt cauſed his Spirit, to 


move upon the waters by ſtirring up moſt 
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learned and holy men, ſuch as this King- || 


dom neyer ſaw nor are ever like to ſet᷑ the 


like, to water that Vine which e x 


hand was about to plant: wherein God 
F won» 
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me  } 
wonderfully bleſſed them; For the firſt 
thing they pitched upon and eflablithed 
here in Exgland, was Light, whichafter 


the example of God they ſeparated from 


dar kneſſe, Light of truth from the dark- 
neſſe of errour. And the firſt truth they 
pnbliſhed to the world was the Truth of 
doſtrine. This was the true, inward, ſub- 
ſtantiall ligbt. The other parts of Reli- 
gion conſiſt ing in worſbip, diſcipline, and 
government, were but the qut ward or- 
naments of that light. Theſe latter were 
in reſpect of divers circumſtances but as 
the Ligbt of the Moon, variable and 
changeable, according to the conſtituti- 
ons and policies of Civil States; the o- 
ther like the light of the Sun conſtant and 
abiding for ever: The doctrinę of the 
Church of England compiled by them in 
39 Articles were as pure and as Oitho- 


dox (faitha late Learned and godly * Di- M. Baltes 
vine, whom I can de ver mention but with in an As- 


honour) as any were in the Chriſtian: 
world, and the purer, in that they came 


ſtreaming down to us not inthe bloud of 

| war, the way of Antichriſtian Plantati- 

ons; but in the calm and quiet bloud of 

© >bove 300. Martyrs, ſome of them ſpeak- 

ing it with joy at tho ſtake, that they had 
lighted 


ſi ſe-Ser- 
mon at 


orthamp. 


I. 10) E 
lighted ſuch a Candle in Z»gland of Re- Ita 
formed Religion as ſhould fever be put p 
out. s 3 „ 

Theſe 39. Articles were in the tlaieg of Bi 
that bleſſed Prince tranſlated into Latine, In 


and ſent abtoad into the whole Chriſt fan ſ t. 

world, and upon the view and ſearing Ja 

of. them received from all the Chtiſtiati o 

world this Encomium, Puritas doctris st 

viget in 1 N. and the Apology of the || t 

Church of Exglaud, being no other then || i 

an elegant paraphraſe upon that doctrine, t 

was highly commended by. Peter Mar- | i 

#5r, Bullinger, and all the Proteſtants be- r 

yend the Seas, and found fro adverſaries to || t 

it in Chriſtendome, but Jeſuites and Pa- 

piſts. And at its firſt publication being 4- | t 

bout 5. Ez, it was approved by both || | 

| Houſes of Parliament for pure and Ortho- f 
1 ,, .dox. And upon the Tranſlation of it into 
ll ... .. Engliſh with Biſhop Fexels Defence a. 
gain Doctor Harding, it was by that e- 

ver Renowned Queen Elie abeib enjoyn- 1 
ed to be bad in all Pariſh Churches 
throughout the Kingdom as 4 guide and || 1 

inſtru&ion to the people of England in 44 

right knowledge of Proteſtant Religion, 

rofeſſed here and eſtabliſhed by Law tu 

be the very ſame Religion which: was | | 


taught 


(nr) 


[tabght by Chrift and his Apoſtles, and 
pen Miel in the 


Primitive times. The de- 


"JArine of this Religion we have all by a 
of ſolemn Protcftation made at the begin- 


ning of this Patliament, avowed to main- 
tain with our lives and eſtates, And it is 
a confedſed truth by all Preteſtants though 
of different opinions in circumſtantiall 
things: That all neceflary Truths concer- 


Hing Faith in Chriſt and falvation of mens 


fouls, are contained in the doctrine of the 
Church of Exgland. And ſuch is the clear- 
neſſe and ſplendour of that doctrine in all 
neceſſaty Truths concerning ſalvation, 
that even the Papiſts themſelves are con- 
vinced herein, who confeſſe the truth of 
thoſe Points of Religion which we hold, 
but differ from us in things meerly ſuper- 


fuous and not warrantable by Gods 


Word. 


. 


As for inſtance, we hold two Sacra- 


* 


ments, Baptiſm and the Lords Supper, | 


this they canfefle tobe true as being evi- 

dent in Sctipture; But over and above 
theſe they hold five mote, vid. Extream 
Union, Orders, Matrimony, Confic- 
mation, and Pennance: In iheſe we leave 

them as e and without warrant 
of Scripture, as to be accbunted Sacra- 
| ments: 


| (12 )- . 
ments: We hold a Heaven and a Hell, ſc 
do they; but they adde a third place of 
Purgatory for the puniſhment of fin after 
this life. In this we leave them as ſuper- 
fluous. We hold God and Chriſt are to be 
worſhipped and praied unto, ſo do they; 
But they adde that Saints and Angels are 
likewiſc tobe praicd unto, here we leave 
them: I might go along all the reſt of the 
Points wherein they diſſent from us ii 


meer ſuperfluous things, without any 
ground of Scripture, which only enligbt; 
neth our Religion, and caſteth a dark ſha- 
dow upon theirs, becauſe they interpoſe 
humane traditions between themſelves 
and the Light of Scripture; I will adde 
but one more inſtanee becauſe it concerns 
one of the higheſt points of ſalvation ; 
We hold Juftification by faith, ſo do they; 
dut they adde 4 concurrence of works by 
way of merit, here we utterly leave them, 
For although we hold a neceſſity of good 
worksrequilite in a Chriſtian, yet we hold 
them as ftuits, not as cauſes of uſtification, 
Via regni not cauſa re guandi (as the Anei- 
ents ſpeak) And chebeſt and yok learned 
amongt them ( whatever. rhcy write to 
pjeaſe the Church of Rome) when they 

e ome to die, and to caft vp their account 
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(13) 
| © [betwixt God and their own fouls, re- 
r nounce that opinion and only relye upon 
"Ihe merits of Chriſt for their ſalvation ; 
Of which 1 could give many inſtances, I 
Iwill onely mention two not vulgatly 
known. Kale 

8 Belarmine one of the moſt Learned Je- 
ſuites of later times, after be had written 
be] divers Books for the maintenance of that 
opinion of Juſtification by works, yet 
fy when he came to die, he ſpake theſe 
words on his death- bed (as they were re- 
lated to King ames, Miſerere mei Deans 
ſecundum 'multitudinem miſerecordiarum 
inarum, Elo mihi non ſpectator merits, ſed 
de lar gitor venia, Have merty upon me O God 
acrording to the multitude of thy werc ies, 
and be to me not a be holder of merit, but a 
beftower of mercy z And over the Gate of 
y the City of ' Brownſburg in Pruſia built 

by a Jeſuite, this is written by him, 


- Bere Jeſu Dome, 

©] Bn xi ſalvandos ſalvas gratis 

9, Salva me Fons piet atis. 

I his is the reaſon why our Religion is 


d called the Reformed Religion; becauſe it 
ol is nothing elſe but a reſtitution of Religi- 
onto its ancient form as it was delivered 
dy Chriſt and his Apoſtles ;-and an ye 
$3 Xt © | on 


na); 
tion of be defarmaity which time and Gn 


had brought upon it, whence it was like- 
wiſe called the Proteſtant Religion, by a 
name borrowed from the Princes of Fer. 


| 


mam by their Proteſtation, at the Diet of 
—— againſt the Idolatry of the Maſſe 
Goa of the Church of Rome. 

tl 


_ mightily did the truth of our Relig i- 
on here in Exgl. prevail with Papiſts,that 
for the firſt ten years of Q. Elis. moſt of 
the Papiſts of Eng. came to our Churches, 
praied our praicrs, heard dur Sermons,and 
received out Sacraments, until by the inſti- 
gation af thæ Jeſuites, an order that firſt 
ſprung up about the beginning of Refor- 
mation, and ſet up on purpoſe to devour 
the male=childe of the Church then new- 
ly born, Pope Pins Quinta excommunie 
cated Q. E/iz and cpjoyned all the Pa- 
piſts not to reſort to aur Churches. Since 
which time they have abſtained, and for 
no other rezſon but ay — this ground, That 
- our Church ſeparat Church of 
R ome, was no Church, pr ew {alvation 
was no where elle to be had but in the 
Church of Rame; In which point alone 
conld they throughly be cg inced of 2 
crrour, the eie of Papiſts 
n would be no difficult Fanny 


wherein 
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| Engliſh, 


"T9 
wherein there is yet but ſmall hope, until 
it (þall pleaſe God to take off their obſti- 
nate ſtiffeneſſe herein: Of which 1 will 
gire hut this one inſtance of a great Baron 
buried in the Cathedral Church of Danſie 
on whoſe Tomb there is this Epitaph 
written in Dutch and thus tranſlated into 


T beleeved 
as the Church of Roms beleeves, 
If that Church erre, 55 
My ſoul is betrayed. | 
And thus have I ſtated the truth of the 
doctrine of qur Religion, wherein all the 
Proteſtant Churches that are Orthodox 
agree with us without tho leaſt variation, 
all tke angry and uncharitable difference 
bath becn about thoſe inferiour Truths in 
Religion conecrning out ward worſhip, 
diſoipline and government, which I. will 
now ſpeak of. . ; 
The boly Ghoſk guided the Reformers 
of our Religion, (faith the A& of Pari. 
2. & 3. £46, c. 1. the Primitive Parlia- 
ment of our reformed Religion) through- 
t the whole work of Reformation. And 


* 


cherefore it cannot be imagined by any 


wiſc and godly man, that the Spirit of 
God which dice them ige in the 


006) 

Truth of doctrine (being the great and 
E work) would leave them in the 
efſcrand inferior Truths, having this miſ- 
ſion from Chriſt to leade his children into 

all truth z But yet in theſe three latter 
they went by another Rule then they did 
in the former. For all matters of doctrine 
concerning ſalvation are particularly and 
plainly expreſt in Scripture, and a nega- 
tive argument in this caſe is good, that is 
to fay, Such and ſuch a thing concerning 


the Faith of a Chriſtian is not founded on | 


Scripture, therefore it is not good; But 
in matters conccraing God and out ward | 
worſhip, ſuch kinde of arguing is not 
good (ſay Divines,) For in this latter the 
Rule is this; That 'wbatſocver is not a- 
gainſt Scripture and enjoyned by the Ma- 
giſtrate to be done, is to be obeyed: For 
as concerning any ſpeciall, particular, laſt - 
ing form ot Gods out ward worſhip and 
government of his Churcb, it is not par- 
ticularly mentioned in Scriptore, and 
therefore the rules are only generall, That 
God is to be worſhipped in ſpirit and in 
truth, That all things are to be done in 


decency and in order, and the like, &c. | 


And the Primitive Fathers took it for an 


nadeniable Rule, That every particular | 
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National Church had power within it 
ſelf to make Laws and Conſtitutions, tou- 
ching the outward form cf Gods wor- 
ſhip, diſcipline and government in Gods 


Church, agreeable to the outward policy of 


the Civil State (to Which all Eccleſiaſticall 
laws ought to have reſpect)ſo they were not 


in any fort diſ- agreeable to the Ward f 


God: whereby it came to paſſe ( ſay thoſe 
Fathers) that the ſeycral Churches of God 


in their times ſweetly agreeing in Har- 


mony of doctrine, but differing from each 
other in out ward ceremonies and diſci- 
pline, &. like a well tuned Lute confilt- 


ing of a multiplicity of ſtrings of various 


ſounds, did thereby make the more ex- 
cellent Muſick in the cars of the God of 
order, whereas had they been all of one 
outward form like ſtrings of one ſound, 
the Muſick had been flat. ; 
According to this Rule did theſe learn- 
od and pious Reformers frame their work 
in the externall poliey of the Church for 


Worſhip, Diſcipline. and Government, 


which will better appear by handling 


them all in order. 


0 


| my Concerning the outward wor- 
ſhip of G 


od fouly.corrupted with ſupet- 
ſtition, they went this TY to work, they 


cConſi- 


Sl 
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donſideredd what was the Praxs ſauſi 
rum, the cuſtome of the Churches of God 
in the pureſt times, which had al waies 
ick Liturgies of Common Prayer; 


Sr Paul himſeif went by this Rule in 


things concerning the externall worſhip 
of God, For when there was a contention 
in the Church of {orinth whether z woe 
man ſhould pray in the Church with her 
head uncovered, the Apoſtle was for the 
covering of the head, and refutes the con- 
trary by this Argument, that the Church. 
es of God had no ſuch cuſtome. And old 
M. Arthur Helderfham much commendt 

theſe publick Lirurgies, as very uſefull for 
the Church of God. And the res ſon is g. 


ven by theſe two ancient Councils of 


Carthage and Ailevitau, both agreeing 
in this one Canon, Now alia 'preces onmine 
dicantur in Eccleſia ni qua a pradentiori- 
bus mac tantur, vol comprobate in ſyuauo fu- 
erin us fort aliquid contra fidew ant per ig» 
nor aui iam aut per minis findians fit cp 
Frum; Let not other praiers be uttered in 


the Church but ſuch as ate ftamed by very 
wiſe men, or allowed by a Synod, left any 
thing by ignorance ox want of exact ſtudy 
ſhould be compoſed contrary to the Or- 
thodox fait. 


Having 
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Having laid this ſare ground eochem- 
ſelves,they then fell into a particular con- 
ſideration of the publike Licurgy that was 
then in this Kingdom, which chey found 
not only corrupt, but the people of this 
Land much divided (I might better ſay 
quartered ) about it; There being at that 
time four principall Mafſe-Books in much 


_ uſe with the people: That of Salibmy 


which the moſt people and Pariſhes em- 
braced ſecundum uſum Serum, the ſecond 
of Tork , the third of Liacolu, and the 
laſt of Bangor, as they are particularly ſer 
down in the Preamb. of the Stat. of 2 EG. 
cap. . | 

' King Edi. the 6th did by theſe Maſſe- 
Books, as the beſt of his Predeceſſors King 
Edw. the Confeſſer did by the Laws of 
England in the beginning of each of their 
Reigns; For King Edw. the Conſe ſſor find- 
ing three ſeverall Laws then in his King- 
dom; The Faw of the Mercians, the Law 
of the Danes, and the Law of the Weſt- 
Saxons, much diſtracting the people that 
they knew not which Law to follow, he 
cauſed them all to be ſuppreſſed, and com- 
manded his Judges and other Sages of the 
Law, eo compile into à body the Laws, 
Cuſtomes, and Liberties of the * 
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of England, and to preſent them to him 
in 2 Book which he ratified and confirmed, 
and cauſed it to be ſtiled the oo Law, 
not for that reaſon which Plato gave to 
the Laws of Greece calling them voa 
Eyre, the dictates of common reaſon , 
which is the vulgar reaſon at this day. 
Bur meerly for this, That only this Law 
ſhould be received in.common by all his 
people, and none but this, which was the 
ground and foundation of our Magna Car- 
ta which continueth with us to this day. 

Juſt ſo did King Cam. the 6h (the moſt 
pious Succeſlor of his Name) by thoſe 
four Maſſe-Books, he cauſed them all to 
be totally ſuppreſſed ; and by the advice 
of his moſt religious Unkle Edward Duke 
of Sommerſet, he commanded the moſt 

Learned, grave, and -pjous Divines of this 
Kingdom, to compile one entire Book of 

publick praier agreeable to the Word of 

God, and to the example of the belt pr i- 

mitive times to be uſed throughout this 

Kingdom, as the publick praiers of the 
Church, which was hert upon called the 

Bock of Common- Prayer. This Book they 

compiled not according to the pattern in 

the former Maſſe-Books (which is a vul- 
gar groſſe entour ) but according to thoſe 
ancignt 
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ancient Liturgies uſed in thoſe famons 
Churches of Alexanaria, Conftantinople, 
Millain, &c. and after the compiling of 
it did the ſame King in the ſecond year of 
his reign,by Act of Parliament cauſe it to 
be ebſerved throughout all his dominions. 

But Nibil ſimul inventum & per feftum, 
as I ſaid before, ſome imperfections were 
found in this Book; whereupon Arch-Bi- 
ſhop Cramer who had a chief hand in 
this work, cauſed it to be turned into La- 
tine, and ſent to Martin Bucer Regius 
Profeflor of Cambridge, requiring his 
judgement of it, who exactly peruſed it, 
and made divers notes of correction up- 
on it. But upon the main body of the 
Book returned this anſwer, That he found 
nothing in it but what was agreeable to 
the Word of God, commodè acceptum, ta- 
ken in a good ſenſe. Some things indeed 
( ſaich he) unleſſe they be interpreted 
wich candour, may ſeem not fo agreeable 
to the Word of God, which unquiet mindes 
may wreſt to matter of contention. Here- 
upon this Rook was again ſurveyed and 
corrected according to the notes of Mar- 
tin Bucer upon it, and after him of Peter 
Martyr Regius Profeſſor at Oxford, upon 
which a ſecond Book way made and . 
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ed by the Statute of 5. & 6. Ed. 6. and 
the former Book repealed. This latter 
Book vvas in thoſe daics thought ſo com- 
pleat and perfect, that Arch · Biſhop Car- 
mer in his Book againſt Stephen Gardiner 
gives forth this challenge, 7 hat if be might 
be permitted by ©, Mary vo take to bim 
Peter Marryr, and four or five more, ke 
World enter the Lifts with any P apift ( for 
that Book bad not then any other adver (ary ) 
and defend this ſecond Book of { ommon- 
Prayer to be agreeable to the Wordof God, 
and the ſame in effect Which had been for 

Eises bundred years in the Church of 
Chrif, And M. Edward Dearing a Lear- 
ned and Godly Divine in the dares of Q. 
Elizabeth, though he never conformed to 
the Ceremonies in that Book, makes the 
ne challenge againſt Harding and all o- 
ther Papiſts; And to the end that this 
Book might receive the approbntion of 
forreign Divines as well as of oor own, 
the Lord Protector canfed it to be ſenrto | 
Calis for his judgement on it, who per- 
afing it quite through and finding ir to 
contain the ſumme of all Chriſtian Do- 
Arine profefſed in the Church of England, 
and the Prayers and Colle&s in the free 
co contain in them x ſhort and pichy com- 
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mentary of the 39. Articles of our Reli- 
gion, He wrote a Letter to the ſaid Lord 
Protector in commendation of the faid 
Book, & for ſtrict enjoyning it throughoue 
England giving reafons for it to this effect. 

1. That hereby God ſhould be ferved 
in one uniform worſhip throughout the 
Kingdom, which would procure the grea- 
ter bleſſing upon it. 

2. That hereby the greater part of the 
Kingdom being ignorant and unletiered, 
ſhould hear and learn good and whollome 
Prayers. 

3. That thoſe prayers compoſed by ma- 
ny wiſe, and godly men, and approved of 
by che — Church, were more pleaſing 
to God and profitable to the people then 
other praters : This very Letter under Ca.. 
vim ou hand the now Lord Marqueſſe 
of Hartford great grand- childe and heir to 
the Lord Protector, amongſt many other 
memorable things of theſe times, hath now 
in his cuſtody. - 

And one Gilbertws n German about the 
fame time with Calvin, propounds this 
very Book of Common-Prayer 8s 8 Sam- 
Plat and patern of the formey of the Pri- 
mitive Church. 

About A year after che Edition of this 
C4 ſecond 


. (24) 
ſecond Book King Edward the 6th died, 
and Q. Mary his Siſter ſucceeding him in 

-his Crown, but not in his Religion, took 


| nſeverecourſe in the firſt year of het reign 


toaboliſhirby AR of Parliament; and to 
kill it yet more, that there might not be 
left ſo much as a memoriall of it here in 
England, it was in her daies taken off 
the Parliament Roll, and like Baruch 
Parchment-Roll cut in pieces and thrown 


into the fire: And to the end that all the 
printed copies of this Book might be ſo 


ſerved, the granted ſeverall Commiſſions 
to her Bilhops ( all of them Papiſts and 
baters of the Book) for the ſuppteſſing of 
them in theit ſeveral Dioceſes, which they 
did with a witneſſe, they burning them in 
the fame fires wherein thoſe holy Martyrs 
were conſumed co aſhes, meerly for the 
maintenance of thoſe Truths of docttine 
contained in'that Book againſt thoſe two 
groſſe and impious opinions of the Maſſe 
and Tranſubſtantiation, upori which two 
Points alone above three hundred Martyrs 
in her daics ſent up their ſouls to heaven in 
chariots of fire. é 
This cruelty of hers to the Saints of God 


— 


and Martyrs of Jeſus, as it haſtened their | 
glory, ſo it quickly put. an end N ; 
5 80 daies; 
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daies ; For exe fix years of her Reign were 
expired it pleaſed God to ſet the Crown. 
upon the Head of her Sifter Q. Elixabetb, 
who together with the reſtitution of true 
Religion reſtored this very Book by Patli- 
ament in the firſt year of her Reigo; And 
that no cavill might be made whether it 
was the ſame Book, becauſe it was not to 
be found in the Parliament-Roll, it was 
the wiſedom of that Parliament to referre 
the eſtabliſhmene of it to the printed 
Book of Edward the 6th only ( and not 
to the ParliamentsRoll.) of which there 
were divers printed copies that bad eſca- 
ped the fire: And ſo careful was that Par- 
liament (the firſt and beſt that ever that 
Queen had ) to ſearch out the truth of 
things in Reformation. of Religion, for 
doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and govern- 
ment, that it referred all truths to that 
Lapis 2 the Word of God, and the 
four firlt general Councils, the moſt Or- 
thodox Expoſitors of that Word (being 
the beſt Councils, in the beſt times, and 
under the belt Emperours that ever were) 
for their triall and approbation: For it is 
declared by that Parliament that whatſo- 1 Eliz. e. r. 
ever opinion in Religion ſhall be found 
contrary to the Word of God and ow 
r our 
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four Councils shall be accounted hereti- 
call, exroneons, ot ſchifmaricall, zccord- 
ing ro che ſubject matter. And thus have 
F as briefly as I could declared the wiſedom 
and picty of our firſt Reformers in finding 
out thoſe more principall truths of Religi- 
on concerning Doctrine and Worſhip, 

For the other two leſſer truths concern- 
ing Diſcipline and Government, being but 
the outward skin of Religion, yet fo need - 
fall in the adminiſtration that without it 
che out ward peace and welfare of Reli- 
gion will not be had; Juſt as in the body 
of a man, though all che inward parts of 
man be ſcand and healthfull, yer if the 
ont wardtskin be wounded or burt, all the 
whole body will be out of tune. And 
therefore God who ſtiles himſelf the God 
of order and not of confuſion, puniſheth 
a welt for want of order in Religion, as 
for want of fubſtance, as appears I Chro. 
15, 3. here it is faid,that The Lord made 
4 breuch upon the Hrarlitec, becauſe they | 
ſerved him not in due order: I will handle 
them therefore together, - Diſcipline be- 
ing nothing elfe but the due cenfures of 


tb Church proceeding from a right and | 


welt-ordered government. 


Ss 
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Concerning Eccleſieſticall —_— þ 
8 ane 


- anciene Liberries and Rig, 


| 

and diſcipline flowing from thence, thus 

it was; When King Card came firſi to 
the Crown, there! was no government 

througfotit tte Chriſtion world but har 
wasEpiſcopall as well in England xs ele- 
where : For that of Geneva then newly 

hatched, was fcarce pen-feathered, nor 
able to fly abroad into the world: Onely 
the Church of Exg/and had then that hap- 

pineſſe ( if char may be called happy that 

is leſſe hurtfull) that ic might be faid of 
its Epiſcopacy as was faid of Gregory the 
great, that he was the worſt of Popes in 

reſpect of his Predeceffors, and the beſt ig 
reſpeck of his Succeſſors. So that Engliſnh 

Epiſcopacy was then the beſt in the worſd 
in reſpect of Papall Epifcopacy, but the 
wotſt in relation to primitive Epiſcopaey, 
co which patern and platform the labour 
and endeavour of thoſe pious Reformers 
was to redace it ; which work was the 
more facil, in that King Hexry the 8h be- 
ing a man of War had prepared Timber 
and Stone for it like David, by hewing 
down the Popes Supremacy the greateſt 
hinderance co it ; For by char means he 


| freed the Crown and Kingdom from three 


great thraldomes, and ceftored it to three 
Firſt, 
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Firſt, The Crown was freed from Vaſ- 
ſalage to the Pope, and reſtored by Parli- 
ament to its ancient juriſdiction, by ma- 
king the Kings of Eg within their do- 
minions ſupream Governours, in all cau- 
ſes Eccleſiaſtieall and temporall, which 
Was no more then the old Common Law, 
as appears by choſe ancient Laws of King 

Edward the Confeſſor, c. 17. de officio Regis, 
Where the King of England is ſtiled Vica- 
rius ſummi Dei in regno ſro, being the very 
ſame ſtile which Poſe Eleutherius about 
170. years after Chriſt (a time when Popes 
were holy as that Pope was) gave to King 
Tucius the firſt Chriſtian King of England, 
and the firſt anointed in the world. And 
Bradctos an old and learned Writer of the 
Common Law, argueth it to be ſo by way 
of Dilemma: Iwo things (ſaith he) make a 
King of Exg/axd, Power and Rule: If he 
| had an equall in his Kingdom, then he 
ſhould want power, for par in parem pote- 
ſtates nom habet, one equal hath not power 


over his fellow. And if be ſhould have 


any ſuperiour in his Kingdom, then ( faith 
he) he ſhould be Subditus non Rex, a 
Subject not a King and Ruler; And then 
he concludes that he is /b nulo tantum 
ſed ſub Deo, he is under none but, 2 

| under 


* 
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under God: And with bim agrees Glarvil 


and a Book called Regis Aajeſtas, both 


written in H. z. time. 
2. A ſecond freedom was from the 

Popes Excommunication and Interdicti- 

on, and from that bloudy and impious 
principle regiſtred in the Exttavagant of 
Pope Boniface the 8h d Mer. & Obed, 
in the Canon Dam Sanctam, &c. That 
what King the Pope ſhculd accurſe and 
make unfit to rule, the pecple might de- 
ſpiſe z for that Popes ( faith that Law) 
derive their authority immediately from 
God, but Kings from the people: This 
odious and rebellious Maxime of Divility 
rather then Divinity, two Po piſn Bſhops 
in the daies of H. 8. (not to ſpeak of later 
W riters which would be numberle ſſe) in 
hat red and deteſtation of fo monſtious an 
opinion, bave rotebly refuted Gardiner in 
his Book de tera eledientia, and Bonner 
in his Preface to that Book to the ſhame 
of ſome Pioteſtants that ſeem to legit 


| mate ſcme part of that baſtard brood. 


3. A third freedom was, from the uſur- 

tion and Tyranny of the Popes Canon 

aw over the Crown, and over the liher- 

ty of the Subject, taken away by the Sta- 

tute of 25 H. 8. to which Cardinal Mol- 
5 47 
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ſey wonld here ſubjnga ted the Common 


Law of Fuglaud, co the breaking his own 
back (as it ever did and will do to thole 
that ferk to deſtroy it) and by reſtoring 
the Common Law to its ancient right in 
currecting Bilbops and other Church- men 
by Prememre, Prohibition, Attachment, 
fon apa the Caſe, &c. when they u- 
iim ped upon the Common Law-noder pre- 
itepce of juriſdiction in Eccleſiaſticil cauſes, 
Theſe three ground- works being laid 

6 (by King Hewry $, King Edward the 6th his 
Son and Snecefſor like another young So. 
damon, began to rear upon them the build- 
ing of his ſpitituall Temple: And firſt 
theſe godly Builders after much time ſpent 
in taſting and prayer, conſulted with the 
ſacred Scriptures to ſce what they would 
: afford, and in them they meer with the 
names of three ſorts of Miniſters in che 


ans; The two latter are on all fides con. 
#efled to be diſtin ; the doubt was, whe- 


ther the Biſhop was the ſame with a Pres. 
puter or diſtin ; But upon the exa&cam- | 


paring of the Bpililes of Timothyand'Ti- 
zus together, and the ſubicription of thoſe 
two Epiſtles inerted in muſt of the origi- 
1 copies, tbe conſent of the moſt 

ancient 


Church, Biſhops, Presbyters, and Dea- 


| three Orders vis. Biſhaps, Paſdots, and 


\ 
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ancient Eccleſisſticall Stories mentioning 


Twwmothy to be Biſhop of Ephe/im, and Ti- 
tun Biſhop of Crete, the determination 
of the four firſt Councils making three Ot- 
ders of Miniſters in the Chnrch of God, 
Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons, the te- 
ſtimony of Cyprian a hundred years before 
in the middle of che ten Perſecutions, nnd 
in his worke, mention theſe three orders as 


Gitiot; (a ſingular godly man, and 2 Egg. l. 


Martyr, and one ſo honoured for his ho- 
linefle by the people of Carthage, here 
he was Arch · biſnop, that they dedicated 

4 Temple to his memory, and called it 
Cyprizaa.)'! They concluded upon the 
whole, char: chere were only theſe three 
Orders to be perpetuall in the Church of 
God, and no more: And ſo is the: confel- 
fion of faith in the Church of Eeglau in 


her Apology, in theſe wotds, - Cedis Fol, 27. 
_ Vad3o35fe in Ereleſa ordixes, alior eſſe Dia- 
50x09, alios eſſo Preſb yterot, alios Epiſcoper, 


Jubes inftitutio pepali Reuigivnis care 
& procaratib coiſſaeſt: And the com- 
mon Praiers of che Church only! mention 


Deacons, called Minifters ( Diacemos in 
Groek ſignifying Miniſter in Eugliſh e) 
And all Eocieſiaſticull perſons whatſoever 
99 . | 1. 
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in Eagluud are reduced to theſe three Or- 
ders, only Arch-Biſhops being the ſame 
Order with Biſhops, Deans, Arch-Dea- 
cohs, Prebends, being onely dignities in 
the Church, c. are the ſame in point of 
order with Presbyters: And look what 
holineſſe of life, godlineſſe, ſobriety, pa- 
tience, abilities to teach, and other ſpiri- 
tuall gifts are required in Biſhops, Presby - 
ters, and Deacons, by the Apoſtle Pant 
in his Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, the 
very fame are required by the Eccleſiaſti- 
call Laws then compiled by our Refor- 
mers, which they framed in this manner. 
K. H. 8. in the 25. year of his Reign, did hy 
Parliament appoint 32, Commiſſioners, 
whereof 16. were to be of the Lords 
Houſe, and the other 16. of the Commons 
Houſe, for the compiling of Eccleſiaſtical 


Laus for the Government of this Kiogs 


dom, with u Proviſo in that Statute, That 
none of them ſhould be repugnant to the 
Kiogs Prerogative, the Liberties of the 
People, and che Common Law ( in all 
which the Canon Law was faulty.) It was 2 
ſingulax apt Previſo in joyning theſe three 
together; for the powet and ſtrength ot 
Prerogative keeps liberty from licentiouſ- 
neſſe, and Protected liberty enricheth Pre- 

ki | rogative, 


SS I BUwnEuwmCONTiwgGoyg ys WA, 7y 


Fathers; and che Old 5 Laws 


(33) 


rogative, and maketh it ſecure. And the 
Common Law as a Medium terminus ties 
them together in the indifloluble bands of 
Juſtice and Obedience. But thoſe 32. 
Commiſſioners though appointed by that 
Parliament, and ſundry more in his time, 
did not finith the work whereupon King 
Ed. 6. in the 3d year of his Reign did by 
Parliament appoint 32. Commiſſioners of 


the moſt 2 wiſe, and learned men of 
0 


the Kingdom, and for the Reformation 
of all the Eccleſiaſticall Laws at that time 
much corrupted by the foul body of the 
Canon Law, 2 Law firſt obtruded by the 
Pope upon this Kingdom in the 16. year 
of K. Seepben: The Names uf thoſe Com- 
miſſioners are not mentioned in the Act, 
yet I finde them all named by King E d. 6. 


with his own hand in his own Diary in 


Sir Tuo. C ottons Library; Ot which, eight 
were Biſhops, eight were Miniſters, of 
whom Peter Martyr was chief, eight were 
Judges of the Common Law, and eight 
were Civilians. Theſe men for the effect- 
ing of this Reformation took” for their 
guides the Sacred Scripture ( being their 
principall director) the four firſt general! 
Councils , the practice of the Primitive 
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of England diſperſed in ſeverall Provinci- 
all Synods, by which this Church was on» 
ly guided long before the Canon Law was 
brought into the Realm: From all theſe 
they compiled a Book in the 5th year of 
K. Ed. Reign called Reformatio Legum c- 
clgſiaſticarum, & c. which Book that King 
by his Letters- Pattents in that year con- 
firmed, and commanded it to be uſed 
throughout his Kingdom: a Book ſo pi- 
ous for matter and and fo elegant for ſtile, 
as the like was not to be found in that 
age, containing in it for ſubſtance the 
ſame order and platform of Church- go- 
vernment which Calvin in his 4h Book of 
Inſtitutions cap.4. ſetteth forth as uſed in 
the Church of God, in the purer primitive 
times, not then . polluted. with any tin» 
Rure of Popery,-and commendeth it, as 
he did likewiſe the Church · government of 
England, as in his Letters to the Duke of 
Somerſet, the Lord ProteRor, and Arch- 
biſhop Craumer may appear: And Peter 

Adartyr, Martin Bucer, Peter du Moulin, 
Dt Sar awe agree with Calvin in thecom- 
mendation of the Engliſh Church-Go- 
vernment, five as Learned men in Divini- 

ty as this latter age of the world hath af- 

forded. : 5 fn 
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And thus have I truly and faithfully de- 
clated the trurh of reformed Religion 
here in England, in doctrine, worſhip, 
diſcipline, and government; It remains 
in the next place I ſhould declare the 
wondrous peace it brought to this King- 
dom. But that one rub lies in my way, vix. 
The Church- government of Geneva firſt 


founded there by Calvin about the ſame ryan 


that our Reformation was here in Exg- 
land, which ſome Engliſh Divines bave 
ſet up in oppoſition to ours; an oppoſiti- 
on ſo (trong, that one cannot ſub ſiſt with- 
out the extirpation and deſtcuction of the 
other; They make the enmity between 
them like that of che two Birds mentioned 
by Pliny, the Siskin and the Muskin, they 
never meet but they fight, and they never 


 -figh: but they kill; And after they are kil- 


led it- you mingle their blouds they will 
preſently ſeparate and diſſociate: And 
therefore, fox the better clearing of our 
own Reformation [ will truly relate that 
of gene un. 

In the latter end of the. Reignof k. H. 8. 
the Goſpel began firſt to be preached by 
Viret Farel and others at Genena; which 
City had then a Biſhop who was Lord of 
. ity and had 10 wirinſque glad ſupreme ju- 
D 2 riſdiction 
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riſdiaion at well temporal} as Eccleſiaſti- 
call, but a very ſtiffe Papiſt, and an ene- 
my to the Reformation of Religion then 


intended to be ſet up by the Miniſters and 


inferiour Magiſtrates of that City, who 


' profered the Biſhop the continuance of his 


Government over that City if he wouid 
joyn with them in that work; but he ſtifly 


"\ refufing, they made no more ado, but by 


a popular tumult drave him out of the Ci- 
ty (ſome ſay he fled away by Moon-light ;) 
The Biſhop for the recovering of his right, 
ſtirs up the Duke of Savoy for his aſſiſt- 
ance : They both lay Siege to the City, the 
Genevans in this diſtreſſe joyn in a neer 
League with Berne, who by their aid (faith 
Sleiden ) repulſed the Biſhop and Dake, 
removed the Siege, and totally outed the 
Biſhop of his juriſdiction and intereſt in 
Gengva: Shortly after this, Caloin leaves 
France, and comes to Geneva, and was 
preſently choſen one of their Preachers; 
At his coming thither, he findes the Civill 

overnment of that City altogether popu- 
ar, only by annuall Officers choſen by the 
people out of themſelves, to order all 


chibgs by pablick conſent. The Eccleſia- 


ſticall government he found tobe none at 
all ; (The Biſhop and hit Clergy who had 


| 
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that government being then expelled) bue 
the people did what the Paltors of Ns 


J ſouls would perſwade them too; Calvin 


(being a man that excelled in wiſedom as 
well as in holineſſe) ſeeing on how ſlen- 
der a thread che ſtate of that Church de- 
pended, as upon the fickle liking of an ig- 
norant multitude : He thereupon took 
with him two of the Miniſters in that Ci- 
ty (the reft being all againſt it) who with 
much ado perſwaded the people by ſolemn 
Oath to do two things: Firſt, Never to 
admit the Papacy again amongſt them: 
Secondly, To live in obedience to ſuch 


Orders in the exerciſe of their Religion 


and form of Church-gpverament, which 
he and thoſe his two Aſſociates had accor- 
ding to the holy Scripture ( as they told 
them) ſer down for that purpoſe ; which 
Orders they afterwards drew up into a 
formall Book of Diſcipline, and cauſed 
both the Paſtors and people of Geneve to 
ſwear, and ſubſcribe it by ſolemn Oath; 


Which Form of Diſcipline is ſee down in 


in the Common-Prayer-Book of that 
Church. 

All the Reformed Churches beſides Ge- 
neva Were at thaf time moulded after the 
Epiſcopall way, as Sweden, Denmark, 

D 3 B obemia, 
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Bohemia, &c. together with divers Chur- 
che; of Germany planted by Luther, none | 
of which Churches would endure to hear | 
of Excommunicarion by Lay-Eldets, { 
which was the cauſe of the quarrell be- 
twixt Beza and Fraſtus. And it i; verily 

bel eved that Geneva would have follow- 
ed that way too, if the Biſhop and Cler- 
gy of that City would at the time of Re- 
formation of Religion have embraced 
the Proteſtant Religion: And therefore 
Calvin ftamed it as near the Epiſcopall 
way as that popular State would bear: 
This appears by Calvius words to Cardi- | 
nall Sadolete, 7 alem nobis Hierarchiam ſi 
exbibcant, in qua ſir emineant Ep ſcops ut 

" Chrifto ſabeſſe non recuſent in qua inter ſe 
frat tram communionem c olant ut nullo alio 
modo quam ej us ver itate ſunt colligati : tum 

. very ulis non Anathemate dignes fateor, ſi f 
qui er unt qui non cam reverenter ſummag, 
obediertia objervent ; If they ſhew us (faith 
he) ch an Hierarchy or Government by 
Biſhops, in which Bithops do fo rule that 

they refale not to ſubmit themſelves to 
Chriſt, in which they do ſo embrace bro- | 
therly fellowſhip amongſt themſclves, as 
that by no other way then his truth they 
| are tie c then e 
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43) 
if there ſhall be any that ſhall not ſubmit 
to it reverently and with higheſt obedi- 
ence, there is no kinde of Anathema or 
curſe whereof they are not worthy. And 
our Engliſh exiles in the daies of. Q Mary 
much diſſented among themſelves abort 
the Geneva Dilcipline : Goodman, Whit» 
tingham, Gilby, David Whitehead, and 
Miles Coverdale were vehemently for it. 
But the far greater number both forpiety 
and learning were againſt ir; Such were 
70. Scory, Ri. Cox, Tho. Beacon, 70, Bale, 
Jo. Pathburft, Edmund Grindall, Edwin 
Sands, Alex, Nowell, Rob. wiſedom, Jo, 
Zewell, &c. with many others who would 
not come to Geneva, but beſtowed them- 
ſelves "Germany at Zurich, Baſil, and 
Frankford, and maintained both in their 
opiniens and practice the Engliſh Refor- 
mation againſt the other five, two of which 
five after the death of Q. Mary confuted 


their own opinions, by accepting from 


Q. Elizabeth the Biſhoprick of Exeter 
and Deanery of Darhas, the former al» 


lotted to Coverdale the latter to Mlit- 


tiungbham. | 


And to ſpeak truth, the Epilcopall go- 


vernment here in England, as it is regula- 
ted and bounded by thoſe Reformed Laws 


D 4 I 


(40) | 

1 ſpake of before, differs not in the Me- 
thod of government from the Presbyteri- 
all way founded by Calvin, but barely in 
terms; For that which they call Congre- 

ation and Lay» Elders, we call Pari- 
ſhes governed by Miniſters and Church- 
Wardens; Their Paſtors perpetual, ſo our 
Miniſters ; Their Lay-Elders annual), ſo 
our Church-Wardens; What they call 
Claſſes we call Eceleſiaſticall Conſiſtories, 
where the Biſhop or ſome other ſpirituall 
perſon ſupplying his place, is in ſtead of the 
Moderator of the Claſſis: As Paſtors and 
Lay-Elders are joint-Judges with the Mo- 
derator, ſo are ſpirituall Elders alone (as 
the abler men) joynt- Judges with the Bi- 
ſhop, called by an ancient name Syndici 
('#rie. What they call Synods we call che 
Biſhops Vifitations ; and what they call 
the Nationall Aſſemblies, we call by a 
More ancient Name, the Nationall Synod 
or Conyocarion. 

Is is the manner of impoſiog the Diſci- 

line wherein we here in England do dif- 
fer from Gemun: Culvin impoſed the diſ- 
cipline upon Geneva in a very ſevere way, 
and the Citizens ſo accepted of it bytheir 


„ 


Ontbs; By the principles of that diſcipline 
itisſtifly maintained, That à Miniſter wich 
| his 


* 
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his Elderfhip, hath power given him by 
the Law of God, in caſes of rake Tp 
excommunicate whomſoever, yea, Kings 
and Princes themſelves z That there are no 
appeals from their Cenſures but to a Sy- 
nod, and from that to a Nationall Aſſem- 
bly as the laſt appeal: That what is derer- 
mined in the Presbytery ſhall not be con- 
trolled by any civill Court, no not a Par- 
liament, which was the caſe of one Barte- 
ter whom Calvis and the Elderſhip had 
excomunicated The Senate of Geneva con- 
ſiſting of two hundred perſons, having 
in that popular State the full authority of 
a Parliament, did by their Decree under 


the Town-Seal releaſe Bartelier from that 


Excommunication ; Which Decree Cal. 
vin and the Elderſhip mightily oppoſed, 
and at laſt canſed the Senate to ſuſ- 
pend it, 

Divers more particulars of that Diſci- 
pline, contrary to the Engliſh Reformati- 
on, I ſhall for brevity ſake paſſe over; For 


ſuch was the wiſedom and ingenuity of 


Calvin, That though he thought his Diſ- 
cipline fit for Geneva;for the reaſon which 
Beza gines, Qgod cam urbom videret omai- 


vd bus frenuandigere : The hard mouths of 


4 "yet 


. 
yet I could never finde he thought it fir 
it ſhould be impoſed upon E»g/ard, as by 
his own Letters to the Lord Protector, To 
Craumer, to the Engliſh Exiles at Frau- 
ford, then in a flame of contention, about 
this diſcipline, when their Brethren in Eng- 
land were burving in the fire for the truth 
of the Engliſh Reformation, may at large 
appear ; For ſhould it be here admitted 
in that height and ſeverity it was inſtitu- 
ted by Calvin, 1. The King muſt of ne- 
ceſſity loſe of his authority. 2. The people 
of their Liberty. 3. The Common Law 
of its juriſdiction. | | 1 
1. For the Kings Authority : All know 
that by the Stat. of x. Elix. and the Oath 
of Supremacy enjoyned by that Statute, 
the King is acknowledged to be the onely 
Supreme Governour over all his Subjects, 
in all Cauſes Eccleſiaſticall and temporali, 
whereby the laſt appeal in ſpirituall Cauſes 
formerly uſurped by the Pope, is by this 
Statute and the Statute of 24. H. 8. cap.12.. | 
reſtored to him, which is no other thing © 
then his ancient Right, and firſt wreſted 
out of the Crown by Anſelm à truſtier 
Servant to Pope Paſcal, then he was to 
his proper Lord and Soveraign King H.1. 
who raiſed him from the duſt ; Which laſt | 
4 | appeal 
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appeal is in this way of Presbytery quite 
taken from the King. 

2, For the Liberty of the Subject, If 
the greateſt Nobleman in the Kivgdom 
be excommunicated, he cannot free him- 
ſelf by any Writs out of his Ma jeſties 
Courts of Juſtice, either by Prohibition 
De cautione admittenda, de excommunitato 
deliber and, &c. But mult be all the daies 
of his life uader the wrath of that curſe, 
unlefle he can free himſelf by appeal in 
ſome Presbyteriall Court. | 

3. For the juriſdiction of the Commpn 
Law ; It hath not that power againſt R- 
ors and Elders, as it had againſt Biſhops, 
to puniſh them by Attachment, Præmun - 
re, Attion upon the Caſe, &c. when they 
do amiſſe; Their puniſhment (if any it 
all) is in the Presbyteries alone, which be- 
ing conſtieuted as they affirm, as of divide 
right, cannot be controlled by Laws asd 
Courts that arr humane. 

This was the reaſon why Q. Elizabeth 
rejected ſo many Petitions to her for the 


erectiag af this Diſcipline, and why tyo 


ſeveral} Parliaments in her Reign rejected 
the platform of this Diſcipline ſet doyn 
inthe firſt Admonition to the Parliament 


14 Flic. which cauſed many bitter Inve- 


Qiyes 
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Rives to be written againſt the Queen, | 


againſt her Parliaments, her Privy-Coun- 


| fell, Judges, and common Law itſelf, cal- | 
. lidg it by no modeſter a name then the 


Lawsof à Brothel-houſe : I will not men- 
tion the names of the Books, nor of their 
Authours, for that ſome of them with 
unerpreſſible grief, repented for what 
they had done: Only this is to be obſer- 
ved from ſome concluſions in thoſe Books 
ſhped in the forge of ſome uncircumci- 
ſed Philiſtim, viz. That Kings and Prin- 
ct had their immediate authority from the 
P:ople, That i they Were Wicked and Ty- 
 rnts, they might be depoſed, yea, killed by 
their Subje &s, That if they proved Tyrants 
aAfain God and hu Truth, their Subjects 
are freed from their O aths of Obedience, &cc. 
From theſe concluſions (I ſay) divers 
r ſouls herein ovgy-flamed with zeal 

or the promotion of this Diſcipline, took 
a2 occaſion to attempt Treaſon againſt 
Q. Ekzabeth to their own deſtruction at 
Tiburn; Againſt chat very Queen who 
was à moſt gracious Releever of Geneva, 
the Founder of that Diſcipline, and of 
Scotland the Follower of it, when they 
were ſeverally embroyled in war for the 
Cauſe of Reformed Religion, for the 


which 
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which the Church of Scotland bath at this 
day in her publique Liturgy a Set Form of 
Praier in thankfulneſſe to that Queen, with 
a Solemn Engagement of themſclves to 
' Preſerve the Crown and Kingdom of Eng- 
land for ever. | 1 it 

When God cloſed the eyes of that bleſ- 
ſed Queen, he buried theſe bitter conten- 
tions about Diſcipline and Government in 
her quiet grave: For in the firſt year of 
the Reign of K. Iames at the conference at 
Hampton Court by the moſt Learned Di- 
vines on both ſides, there were but three 
things mainly inſiſted upon on the part of 
the Non-Conformiſts, 1. The Tranſlation 
of the Bible, which the King granted and 
performed, 2. The amendment of the 
Book of Common-Praier in divers parti- 
culars, which the King in part cauſcd to 
be amended. 3. Liberty of conſcience, con- 
cerning the ute of the Ceremonies. which 
the King denied, which had he as gra- 
cioufly then yeelded as his Son and Suc- 
ceſſor hath fince done, The peaceable 
' Kingdom of Exgiard had ;not in all hu- 
mane conjeQure ſeen. this bloudy day: 
which I the rather affirm, for that the very 
next year after the conference at Jamp- 
ton Court, D. Jahn Barges a very godly 
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and learned man, and then a deprived 
Miniſter, in his Sermon preached before 
K. /ames on his Birth-day at Greenwich, in 
the 3.Year of his Reign (a Sermon which 
ſpeaks the ſenſe of all the then Non-Con- 
formilts ) foretels the King that rhe diffe- 
rences Which then troubled the Church of 
England were fo light, that the recoucili- 
ation was very eaſie if ſome few Cetemo- 
nies were but taken away. I ſhould wrong 
the memory of that godly man, and the 
eloquence of his Pen, if I ſhould render 
his words in any other phraſe then his 
own; and therefore 1 will ſer dowa his 
own very words, without altering a fſyl- 
lable, and the rather becauſe that Sermon 
was never printed, and js very rare to be 
had. His Text was P/al, 22. 8 9. where 
treating of the duty of a King concerning 
Gods Church, he uſcth theſe very words. 

The other thing i to eſtabliſh peace in the 
Church it ſelf, a worthy work and for 4 
King; It tu true, and all men know it, that 
While we have ſtriven Which Way to enter. 
tain Chriſt beſi, as the Tribe of Judah, ana 
the ten Tribes did about the receiving home 
of. David their King, Sheba the Sonne of 
Bechri hath Wickedly blown the Trumpet of 
Separation, and much hurt hath come in 

| ' the 
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the Church of God by our anbrotherly and 


unfruitfull comentions, for Which god'y men 


have been much grie ved, for the divifons of 
Reuben Were great thoughts of beart. But 
no (thanked be God) the hearts of men are 
more moderate and diſpoſed unto Peace, that 
a very little thing, a ſmall matter as l am 
perſwaded, would eftabliſh this Church of 

God in ſo good terms of peace 4s it never 

ſaw: In Which reſpect I am bold to peak. 
to your Majeſty, but I ſpeak unto a moſt 

gracious King, and to a Wiſe King that can 
tell hom to paraon things ſomewhat foolsſoly 
Spoken, When-they are Spoken with 4 well- 
meaning heart ; I could ſpeak upon my knees 

if the place would bear it, but my ſoul ſhall 
kneel before my Soveraign. I beſeech your 


| Majeſty taketo your ſelf that Princely ho- 


nour to ſtrike through a Peace in thu ¶ burcl 
of God; 1 will not direct, but crave leave to 
tell a Story: It i reported of Auguſtus 
the Emperor, that ſupping with one Pollio, 
he was informed that a Servant of Pollioes 
had broken a Cryſtall-glaſſe of his Maſters 
{ a foul fault if be had done it willingly, if 
negligently a fault;) But for this the poor 
Servant was adjudged to be cut in peeces, 
and caſt ont to the Fiſhes ( amarvelions ſore 
ſentence for ſach a fault.) The Emperonr 
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reverſed rhe Sentence, and thowght it pu- 
wiſhment engngh to the Servant to have been 
in fear of ſuch a puniſhment, and after j 
breaks all the glaſſes that they might mot be | 
occaſion of like rigarou ſentence afterwards; 
1 Will not apply it, but de moſt bumbly be- 

fees your Majeſty to uſe your moſt godly 
wiſedow now to make peace in this ¶ hurch 
when ſo ſmall a thing will do te. That both the 
Biſhops may love the poor Miniſters as Bre- 
thren,and the Miniſters reverence theBiſbops 
4s Fathers im the Lord( as Jerome adviſeth) 
and every honeſt wan Wiſpeth they ſhould do. 
And thus have I briefly. and faithfully ] 
ſtared the truth of the Proteſtant Religi- 
on of the Church of Exg/end, in doctrine, 
worſhip, diſcipline, and government, and 
have conveyed it through a Sea of troubles | 
(the purer truth for being ſo purged ) and 
have landed it at the Haven of peace, which 
1 ſhall next write of, concluding in the 
words of the Apology of the Church of 
England (a Book allowed of by all the 
Proteſtant Churches on earth) Ace ſſi- 
mu quantum maxime potuimus ad Eccle- 
ſiam Apoſtolorum & veterum Catholico- 
ram Epiſcoporum & patrum quam ſcimus 
| adbac fuiſſe integram ( utqae Tertllianus 
ait) incorruptam virginew, nulla dum ido- 
0 | lolatris 
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lolatria nec errore gravi ant prblico conta- 
minamm : Nec tantum doctrinam noſiram, 


- ſed etiam Sacramenta precumqne publiea- 


rum formam ad illorum ritus & iuſtituta 
direximms, We have brought out Church 
(as much as poſſibly we could) to the 
Church of the Apoſtles and old catholike 
Biſhops and Fathers, which Church we 
know to be à pure and immaculate Vir- 
gin, not then defiled with any Idolatry, 
nor any groſſe or publick errour; To 
whoſe Inſtitutions and Rites we have not 
onely directed our doctrine, but alſo our 
Sacraments and Form of publique prai- 
ers. | 


Peace is the daughter of love, For truth in Concern- 
the underſtanding begets love in the Will, in 


and Love in the will brings forth peace in 
the conſciences of men, wherby they are at 


Unity with God; and peace in the affecti- 
ons, whereby they are at unity with men: 
Heavenly Truth produceth heavenly Love, 
breaking forth into that angelicall accla- 
mation, Peace on earth, good will towards 


men: The peace and good will which flow- 


ed from this Reformation, begun and eſta- 
bliſhed by two matchleſſe Princes 


King EawardQueen Eliæabeth, procured; 
more peace to the 0 1 85 in _—— 
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particularly to the City of London, then 
ever they enjoyed ſince the one was a Ci- 
ty and the other a Kingdom ; whether 
you reſpe& the glory of God, who from 
the Harveſt of our Religion hath had more 
faichfull Servants here on earth, and more 
glorified Saints in heaven, then any Nati- 
on of the world beſides; Or Whether you 
reſpe&t the glory of outward peace in 
tiches, plenty, and abundance of all things; 
Or whether you reſpect the glory of the 
Nation in moſt Learned and Pious Di- 
vines, the affertors of this Reformation, 
Jewell, Whitaker.. Reynolds, Fulle, &c. 
and many more; In moſt famous Judges 
and ſingular- Laws; In moſt wiſe Coun- 
ſellers of State; In moſt valiant Warriors, 
Navigators, and other excellencies, thus 
notably ſummed up by King ame, in his 


- Seraphicall pang of Eloquence, Greater 


Bleſſings ot God, greater ourward peace 
and plenty, greater inward peace, with 
922 = —— teaſures, were ne- 
ver heaped upon my Great Britain, en 
Maney cou lince my Great Britain became 
Great in the greateſt and chiefeſt reſpect 
of all, to wit, ſince my Greayg Zritzin hath 
ſhaken off the Popes yoak. * CUES 
-There is a moſt near conjubction in Scri- 
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pure bet wixt Truth and Peace, Truth is 
a cauſe produceth Peace, and Peace as an 


immediate effect of that cauſe is a proof 


of that Truth; For cauſes cannot other 
wiſe be proved but by their effects, juſt as 
the beams of the Sun ſhew there is a Sun: 
Love Truth and Peace ( faith che Propher 


Zechary) and Execute the judgement of Zech. S. 


Truth and Peace in your gates (faith the 


ſame Prophet. So when the ble ſſed Apoſtle Jam.3. 3 


deſcribes the Religion or wiſedom that is 
from above, He faith it is firſ# pure, tben 
peaceatte, pure in reſpect of the Truth of 
it, peaceable as the next and {ſweeteſt 
flower of that Trutb: So our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour ranks them togetker in two of his 
Beatitudes, - B/effed (faith he) are tt pure 
in beart, for they ſpall ſee od, and in the 


next words, Bleſſæd are the Peact-makers, 


far they ſhall be called the Children of Gad: 
No parent can be better known by his 
childe, then the Truth of the Reformed - 
Religion of he Church of Engla may 
be wille peace of it, which will e- 
vidently apptar in theſe five particulars. 

1. In the pesceable Plantation of it 
here in England in the daies of K. Edward 
. ĩͤ Er ERR 
2. In the peaceable and patient ſuffer- 
x V 


(52) 
ing for it when it was ſupplanted by Q. 
Mary. | 

3. In the peaceable reſtitution of it by 
Q. Elizabeth. 

4. In the Peaceable continuance of ic 
bere in England all her Reign, and the 

Reigns of King James and our Soveraign 
Lord the King that now is, until this pre- 
ſent unhappy War began. 

5. In the peaceable Principles of the 
1 Religion, and the happy fruits 
of it. 

For the firſt, In the building of Solo- 
mous Temple there was neither Hammer 
nor Axe, nor any Tool of Iron to be heard 
while it was in Building, all was hewed 
and fquared before. So it was in the Re- 
formation of our Religion in the daies of 
Edd the ſixth (almoſt as young as So- 
, lomon when he began to Reign) all things 
were before framed and prepared for this 
Reformation by publick Diſputations in 
both Univerſities of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, by Synods and Con vocations, by 
conferences with Divines from forreign 


parts, and by often Meetings of Learned 


Biſhops: and Miniſters at home, &c.. So 
that when the firſt Statute of Reformati- 
gn was Enated in the Pail. of 2. Ed. 6. 
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There was not during the Sitting of that 
Parliament the brandiſhing of a Sword, 
the ratling of a Spear, a Drum beating, a 
Canon roaring, or a Trampet ſounding an 
Alarm for Warre to be heard or ſeen 
throughout the whole Kingdom of Exg- 
land. It was like that Reformation that 
was under Z . Not by * Army. 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, ſaich the 
Lord of Hoſts. * we 

And as there was no outward force uled 
to the perſons of men, ſo was there no 
inward force uſed to their conſciences by 
compulſory Oaths and Subſcriptions, 2 
hatefull cruelty ſpringing from Superſtiti- 
on, not from Religion, as was that in the 
daies of H. 8. when men were compelled 
to ſwear and ſubſeribe to the ſix Articles 
_ the Martyrs choſe rather to die then 
ro do. "oY 

Oaths are the ſacred Bonds of the foul 
to God, not to be uſed but where he 
commands, and he commands them not 
but for deciſion of controverſies betwixt 
man and man, not in doubts between God 
and the ſoul. In Civill matters which men 
do naturally know, not in ſpiritual mat- 
ters which men only know by grace; In 
matters of fact, not in matters of 2280 
E 3 l 


tenario 
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E 
It was the tourſe chat the Ariant took in 
enforcing upon the Orthodox ſubſcription 


to their Creeds, which made Athanaſim 


13 


and many other godly In to depart 


from their Counſels; and old O ſius Bi- 
ſhop'of Cola u that ſtaied behind ſhame- 


fully to relapſe, to che amszement of all 
Ajercey. the Worl f; That 


ry Of ( the eldeſt 


Bifh6p'then in Ciriſtendom ) who with 
Seve. Sulp, his own h 


on hand penned the Nicene Creed, 
with the very ſame hand ſublcribed the 


Atian Conſeffioni. This courſe God never | 
bleſſed, which he made viſible in the Arie | 


ans, who though by their potent and ſac- 


ceſieæfull Armies in Victoty upon Victory, 


they bad almoſt quite ſubdued all the Or- 
thodox, yet God confounded them at the 
laſt, and rooted them out of the Chriſtian 
world. And what became of the Statute 


ol the ſix Articles? it had not ſeen an Ap- 


prentiſhip of ſeven years, but it was re- 
pealed in Parliament by King Ed. 6. And 
the Articles themſelves with their Authors 
were caſt out of the Patliament together, 
leaving no other memory behinde them 
but of ſcorn and reproach, The whip with 
fox ſtriugi. | ts: 


* Concerning che ſecond, When it þl&s- + 
ſed God to call King award to his Glo- 
* Bo ry, 
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r Q Marymade it her buſineſſe to marre 


all that he had done, and to ſet up Popery - 
again to the height, contrary to her pro- 
miſe to the Suffolk men, by whoſe aid ſhe 
mounted to the Crown, But that Queen 
rendred not to God according to the mer- 


cy ſhe received; For never Prince ated: 


more againſt his true Religion then ſhe: 
did; She was ſcarce warm in her Throne 
ere ſhe began to perſecute; Firſt, She ſent 


out Proclamations for the ſetting up of 


Popery: In the next place, ſhe iſſues out 
Commiſſions for the apprehendmg of 


. thoſe that were enemies to it, by the name 


of Hereticks, whereby the choice and beſt 
Bifhops and Miniſters of the Kingdom, 
and prime Actors in the Reformation, 
were committed to feverall priſons : And 
to the end that ſhe might together with 
Religion ntterly deſtroy the Liberty of 
the people, and entayl both to a.Spaniſh 


bandage, She married her ſelf to Philip 


the 2. afterward: King of Spain, her own 
Coſen German. This was that Philip 
that invaded England in 88. This was he 
that had he been King of Snglan4 would 
have governed us as he did the Netherlands 
by ſome Dale of 4 (for the ptide of 


Spain would not have ſüffered him to live 


E 4 here; 


Rev. 13. 
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here ) In whoſe Government it is hard to 


ſay whether that Duke exerciſed more cru- 
elty in killing the men, or ſpoiling the 


Laus and locall Libet ties of thole Coun- 


tries. | 

But yet Qaeen Mary was not fo cruell 
ag2inſt the Proteſtants whom ſhe perſecu- 
ted, as they were patient and obedient 
towards her. They ſhewed themſelves to 


be the Diſciples of that meek Lamb of 


God, that for all theſe things did not ſo 
much as open their mouths againſt her, but 


willingly gave their backs to the ſmiters, 


and their checks to them that plucked off 
the hair, and hid not their faces from 
ſhame and ſpittiog. And when Sir Tho. 
Wiat raiſed a mighty Army againſt that 
Queen, they abhorred that Fact, and called 
it by no other name then open Rebellion: 
Aud when he had poſſeſſed himſelf of 
$onthwark, and opened the Priſon doors, 


and would have releaſed D. Sand, and 


M. Bradford then Priſoners in the Kings 
Bench, with divers othet Priſoners in that 


Borough, they refuſcd to be delivered by 


him to give any manner of countenance 
to his Treaſon; Here was that patience of 
the Saints fullfilled, and here were the 
men that kept the A 
1 60 
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God and the Faith of Jeſus mentioned in 
the Revelation: And by their patience and 
peaceable ſufferings God wrought won- 
derfull Deliverances for England more 
then a thouſand Armies could have done, 
by fealing up the Womb of Queen Mary 
with barrennefſe, and ſhortly after by 
cloſing up her eyes with death, and advan- 
cing her Siſter Queen E/izabeth from 2 
Priſon to the Throne, And how ſhe then 
behaved her ſelf in the Reſtitution of Pro- 
teſtant Religion, it followeth next to be 
ſhewn. | | 

The Proteſtant Religion thus moiſtened 
at the root in the Winter of Queen Mary, 
began in the Spring of Queen Elixabetb to 
revive and flouriſh, and like gold parified 
in the fire became orient and beautifull to 
all che people; Never Queen entred upon 
a Throne with more piery and peace which 
ſhe ſhewed principally in - theſe four 
things. 

1. She took away all thoſe murdering 
Statutes made in times of Popery for bur- + 
ning men meerly for Religion; a cruelty 
which the very Heathen Emperours them- 
elvesafter they had been tired out by the 
patience and loyalty of the Saints, were 
aſhamed of: witneſſe thoſe Edicts made in 

| the 
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the time of the ten Perſecutions by ¶Tari- 
an, Commons, 'eAntoninns verns, Tra” 
jan, &c. making it death to ſueh men that 
fhonld accuſe Chriſtians meerly for Reli- 
gion towards God, unlefle- they could 
finde ſome diſloyalty in them towards the 
Emperour. I may ſay of Religion as Chry- 
ſoſtome ſpeaks of men pretending to Re- 
ligion, Videris bominen in Sang uine perſe- 
cutionis gaudentem ? is lupus eſt, Seeſt thou 
a man rejoycing in the bloud of perſecuti- 
on? be is a Wolf, no Sheep of Chriſts 
Fold. | | 
2. In the re- eſtabliſhment of true Reli- 
gion here in England, (he: made it evi- 
dient to all the world that ſhe did nothing 
therein but what was agreeable to the par- 
tern ſhe received in the Mount, that is, no- 
thing but what was agreeable to the Word 
2 and the four firſt general Coun- 
CEIS, E | : 

3. When Queen Elixabeth firſt reſto- 
red our Religion, it was with England as 
if Chriſt had been New-born: An univer- 
ſall peace was throughout this Kinꝑdom, as 
it was then over all the world: Next to 


the goodneſſe of God, I cannot aſeribe it 


to any thing elſe but the love of the whole 
Kingdom to Religion . 
e | en 
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When the Common-Prayer Book ( con- 
taining the Sum of doReine of that Reli« 


gion) was in the beginning of her Reign 


read throughout all the Churches in Zox- 


don, it was entertained with that joy and 


admiration, that all the Printers in London 
could not print it faſt enough: Every Fa- 
mily that could reade, uſing for divers 
years no other Form of Praier, till it plea- 
ſd the Queen out of love to her people 
whom ſhe ufed to call her Husband+(wes- 
ring alwaies on her finger that Ring. by 
which ſhe was married to them at her Co- 
ronation) to cauſe private praiers for: 
Morning and Evening to be printed at the 
end of the Engliſh Bibles for private Fa- 
milies, : 

4. For the preſervation of this Love- 
and Peace among her people, ſhe would 


not endure any more Religions then one 


in her Kingdom; She knew there was but 
one God and one Truth, and the Religi- 
on Which ſhe had eſtabliſhed-ſhe knew to 
be that Truth, and enjoyned it upon alk 
her people, and verily perſwaded her felF 
that without any compulſion to their con 
ſcienees which ſhe avoided, the very ttutł 
of it would dri them to obedience; for 


which purpeſe, and for the avoiding of 


faction, 
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faction, which turns thg ſweet temper of 
Religion into a Feaver ; She cauſed the 
Name of Proteſtant, Papiſt, Heretick, A- 
nabaptiſt, e. not to be uſed in any Sta- 
tate that ever ſhe made touching Religi- 
on. And therefore the Statute of 1 Elix. 

is penned generally for all ſorts of people, 
Without the leaſt mention of any of thoſe - 
names : That if any ſhould not reſort to 
ſome Church or Chappell every Sunday to 
hear Divine Service, he was to forfeit 


This her wiſedome and mercy thus mix- 
ed together drew all people generally 
throughout che Kingdom without calling 
one another Proteſtant or Papiſt, to come 
to Church in the beginnning of her 
Reign. 

For the continuance of this Peace for the 
ſpace of fourſcore and three yeats, not- 
withſtandivg the many oppoſitions it met 
with, vis. 44. years in the daies of Queen 
Elizabeth, 22. years in the daies of King 
James, and 17. years in the daies of our 
King that now is; If there were no other 
evidences left to commend the verity of 
this Reformatien, this alone were ſuffici- 
ent, eſpecially when we \confider the na- 
ture of that oppoſition, not ſo much for 

Matter 
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matter of Religion as of ſuriſdiion, 
which in all States make the ſoreſt quar- 
tels, Papacy on the one hand and Presby- 
tery on the other: But yet all theſe bitter 
quarrels raiſed by theſe two, were no more 


able to kinder the peace of the Goſpel; 


during the Reigns of theſe three Princes 
until this lace unhappy warre, then light 
and thin clouds were able to binder the 
Sun ſhining in — 5 to NE 
that Queen and her peaceful} Succeflor 
> 5 from ese the happy be- 
nefits, J Hezeksabs praier in ſeeing peace 
and Truth all their daies. 

For the fifth and laſt matter, The Reli- 
gion of the Church of England whether 
you look upon it in the Tree or in the 
fruit, in the Principles of its doctrine or 
the practiſe of its piety, is altogether com- 


poſed of Peace: Saint mes that holy. 


and peaceable Apoſtle and Martyr (who 
wore out the fleſh of his tender knees into 
the hardneſſe of a Beaſts hoof in fervent 
and frequent praiecs for the peace of pera- 
ſalem) when he comes to deſcribe the 
truth of Religion, he makes it appear by 
its enmity to every thing that is oppoſite 
to Peace; If there be bitter envying and 
ſtrife in your hearts, gon lis ( faith he) <- 
W | gift 
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gainſf} the truth. So near is the eonjancti- 
on betwixt Truth and Peace, that to fight 


agrinſt Peace is to lie againſt Truth. Such 
wiſedom or Religion ( faith he) deſcend- 


aud deviliſt. It is earthy not heavenly, for 
there is nothing but peace in heaven; And 
men of heavenly diſpoſmions are ever 


luſts the canſes of all civil wars amongſt 

8 > fightings amang & jau, (ſaith the ſame A- 
be 4 poſtle) are. they not from your luſt: Which 
war in your members I lt is devsl:ſh, pro- 


rtels as well as of lies. But when the 
ſame bleſſed Apoſtle comes to deſcribe the 
Religion that is from Heaven, he doth in a 
|» manner deſeribe it after the nature of God 
Jam. 3.17. himſelf the authour of it: That ir # firſ 
pure, then peateable, gentle, ca ſie to be eu- 


deſcription doth punctually agree with the 
Religion of the Church of Cugland: Firſt, 
It is pure, being purged from all errour 
and corruption, not allowing any ſin to 


 lawfull, though without conſent of the 
„ will 


eth not from above, Gut & carthly, ſenſual; 


moſt peaccable ; It is/enſaall, ariſing from 


Chriſtians, From whence are Warres and 


ceeding from the devil the Father of all 


treated, full of mercy and good fruits, With- 
ont pertiality and wit bout iy pocriſe. Which 


be veniall, nor any luſt of the heart to be 
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will. all true Religion canſiſts in three 
things, in Credends, in Faciendis, and in 
Petendis, in matter of Faith, of Obedi- 
ence, and of Prayer; That man who be- 
lee ves well, who doth well, and prays 
well, cannot be but a blefled man: And 
doth any Religion in the Chriſtian world 
exceed ours in theſe three things ? Hath 
any Nation under Heaven both in preach- 
ing and writing-handled the doctrines of 
Faith, Obedience, and Praier, better then 
the Engliſh ? I have known ſome our of a 
diſlike of the Church-government of Eng- 
land to travell beyond Sea, to France, to 
Geneva, and other places, thinking to 
fade under the Presbyteriall government 
far more holineſſe and ſanctification then 
here in England, and upon triall were ne- 
ver quiet in their mindes till they returned 
again into the boſome of this Church, pro- 
feſſing that there was not in all the Pres- 
byteries ſuch ſanctified preaching, ſuch 
holy walking with God, fact: ſanctifying 
the Lords day, ſuch ſpirituall conferenees 
amongſt Chriſtians, ſuch religious Family- 


| duties as were here in Exgland. 


Secondly, It is peaceable, and ſuch is 
our Religion, being a greater enemy to 
war amongR Chriſtians (a namo that be- 
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ſpeaks nothing but Peace) eſpecially civil | 


war, then any Religion in the world : This 
doth evidently and largely appear in nine 
ſeverall Sermons of the Church of Eng- 
land, compoſed by the firſt Reformers of 
our Religion concerning Obedience of 
Subjects towards their Soveraign ; (Obe 
dience, that bond of Love and ligament of 
fellowſhip amongſt men, the pillar and 
upholdet of all Families, Societies, and 
Common: wealths, without which they 
cannot ſtand.) The doctrine of theſe Ser- 
mons is very pithily and excellently ſum- 


med up by M. Ded a very godly Miniſter 


and an aged Father in Chriſt, in his Expo- 
ſition of the fifth Commandment, which 
becauſe it agrees with the concurrent 
B of the pious and Orthodox 
vines of thoſe Times, Mr Greenbam, 
Mr Perkins, Mr Rogers of wetbarsfieid, 
Mr Bolton, &c. I will ſet it down in bis 
own very words, 2s I finde them in the 
nineteenth Edition of his Book, (ſuch ac- 
ceptance it had throughout this Kingdom) 
containing an Expoſition on the ten Com- 
mandments, Anno Dom. 1635. pag. 216, 
217. Tie firſt duty ef the Subject ij Sul. 

mi ſſion both in ward and ont ward. 
In heart to reverence, and outwardly to 
1 88 obey 
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obey the Magiſtrate; And this is comman- 
ded, Rom. 3. Let every foul be ſubject to 
the Higher Powers: He commands not on- 
ly a bodily ſubjection which may be in ma- 
wy rebellious perſons Which re ſiſt authority, 
and lie open to the curſe of God for this ſin, 
but as inward ſubmiſſion of the ſoul as to 4 
Fark of Gods anthority, and an appoint» 
ment of bu : For if this inward be not firſt, 
the outward will fail upon every light occa- 
fron ; There muſt be alſo an omtward ſubje- 
Aion in obeying their commands fo far as 
they command lawfull things: As Tit.3,1. 
Pur them in remembrance that they be 
ſubject to all in authority, and obedient : 
But if it ſo fall ont tlas the Prince or any in 
anthority under him command things un- 
lawfull againſt the Commandment of God, 
then we muſt with Saint Peter ſay, It is 
better to obey God then man: But yet ſo 
that We be content to bear avy puniſhment 
that ſhall be laid upon w even to death it 
ſelf, as Daniel when the King made a wich- 
ed Edict would not yeeld unto it, but yet he 
Was content to jeeld to the puniſhment with 
patience, and never Went about to gather a - 
power againſt the King in his own defence, 
eAnd the three ¶ hilaren Would not pre ferre 
Nebuchadnezzars Commandement lefore 
eee = 
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Gods, neither yet did they by their own re- 
bellion ſeektheir own deliverance, but quiet» | \ 
ly gave up themſelves to death, expecting 
[ help only from God, So that if the Magi- | 
| Nrates Commandment be lamſull the Sub. 
ject muſt obey, but if be require an nulaw- || 
full obedience, be muſt not rebell, but ſuffer || 
| the puniſhment without grudging in heart, | 
| Eccleſ. 10.20. Curſe not the King, no, 
I! not in thy thoughts, nor the rich in thy 
Bed · chamber; For the Fouls of the air 
ſmall deſcry it, Cc. as if be ſbould ſay, 
Though the King or thoſe in authority under 
him do thee wrong, yet allow thou no Wicked 
er miſchievous thought againſt them . For. 
if thow do God will bring it to light: But. 
sf the King be unjuſt aud 3 then w 
maſt pray to God to convert him, as Paul 
þ commands, 1 Tim.3.2. that 4s our ſins have 
1 brought an ill Governour over , ſo our 
prayers may either remove or better him: 
And this Opinion did this good man con- 
ffantly maintain to his dying day, 
And with this Opinion doth agree the 
whole Church of England in her elegant 
gewel 4- Apology in theſe words, Nos publice do- 
polog. lat, cemus ita obtemperandum eſſe principibus 
p. 86, tanquam bominihw a Deo mifſis, quique 
its refit, lum Dei ordination * 
* Hy 7 
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Har ſunt inſtituta noſtragbec in libri,hec iu 
concionibus noſtru, hec in moribus & mo- 
g | deftiapopuls noſtri eluceſcunt. We publike= 
i- ly teach, that Princes ought to be obeyed 
be | as men ſent from God, that they which 
y- teſiſt them reſiſt the Ordinance of God: 
zr | Theſe are our Docttines, theſe in our 
t, | Books, in our Sermons, in the manners and 
o, {| behaviour of our people do cleatly ap- 
1 pear: 4 | 
IE The reſt of the conditions of pure Re- 
7. ligion mentioned by the Apoſtle, are but 
er || the bleſſed effects of peace, and the reproa- 
ed | ches of war. 
oy. Thirdly, Ie à gentle, full of meekneſſe, 
vt. courteſie, and kindeneſſe, and like Abra- 
„has to the Hittutes, amiable to them that 
ul | are without. 
ve Fourthly, Je is eaſie to be entreated, it is 
w not harſh nor froward, but full of pati- 
: | ence, long-ſuffering, and readineſſe to for- 
give even towards our very enemies, to 
love them, to do them good though they 
e hate us, and to pray for them though they 
ie perſecute us, 6 %.. 
It is laſtly Fal of mercy and good fruits, 
s | in which particular che Religion of the 
Church of England hath exceeded all the 
Reformed Churches. in the Chriſtian 
pr © RY 2. world, 
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world ; In building of Churches, and 
Chappels for Gods Worſhip, Colledges, 
Free-Schools, Hoſpitals, maintenance of 
Preachers, and Scholars at the Univerſi- 
ties, Plantation of the Goſpel in Ireland, 
in Virginia, Barmudas, America, &c, I 
am not able to reckon the kindes of all, 
inſomuch as the ſound of our Engliſh Re- 
formation is gone forth throughout all the 
world. Dr Widet in his Synopſis Þ aps/as 
hath mentioned the particulars wherein | 
it will evidently appear to all men, That 
no City in the world hath come near to 
London, nor Nation to England for works 
of Piety and Charity ſince the Reformati- 
on of Religion, wherein they bave this 
glory and excellency above the daies of 
ſuperſtition ; That all cheſe good deeds 
were done as fruits of faith, not as works 
of merit. | 


This is that pure, peaceable, gentle, lovely 
Religion, which our firſt Retormers pur- 
chaſed to us wirh their deareſt blond ; 
This is that Religion in which our Ance- 
tors lived virtuooſly, and died happily, | 
and by which they Bow reign criumphant- | 
ly in heaven; This is that Religion which | 
for the ſubſtance of it all the whole King- | 
dom in their late Proteſtation for the | 
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maintenance of it in doctrine, do agree 
to be found and good; All this bloudy 


- contention hath been but about ſome de- 


filements, which time and finne had con- 
trated upon her outward skin, and about 
the waſhing away ſome ſpots from her 
faee, which might with much more eaſe 
and far more honeſty have been waſhed 
away with milk then with bloud, which 
hath defiled it more. And laftly,this is that 
Religion which (ſince the firſt Reforma- 
tion of it Anus 1. E.G, ) above 21. ſeve- 
ral Seſſions of Parliament, as learned, as 
wiſe, as religious as ever were in this 
Kingdom, have allowed and approved. 
And thus have I briefly and faithfully 
ſet forch the Truth and Peace of the Re- 
formed Religion of the Church of 
England, until this late deſtructive War, 
without the leaſt reflection upon that Re- 
formation of Religion which is at this 
day intended, which the wiſeſt man alive, 
cannot tell by che wheels on which it 
now moveth, whithec it will tend. Ht- 
therto the goodneſſe of it hath been more 
in ſpeculation then in practice. For never 
was Gods Houſe more prophaned, his 
word more contemned, his Sacraments 
more deſpiſed, and his whole ſervice 
1 B 3 more 
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more neꝑglected then at this day. Never 
more divifions amongſt men, even ſucli 
mien as have had the reputatien of ſingu- 
lar piety and godlineſſæ. Never more in- 
juſtice and oppreſſion, Never more cru⸗- 
elty and unmercifulneſſe amongſt Chriſti- 
ans, inſomuck as we may now at noon- 
day complain, as Tertullian did in the 
Dawning, Gentes agimus ſub nomi- 
wc Chriſt , We profcſſe like Chriſtians 
bnt act like Pagans. But God who 
hath turned our day into dar kneſſe, can 
out of that darkneſſo create Light, and 
Reformation out of ruine; To him alone 
muſt this great work be left, and to his 
Inſtrument here upon carth, by which 
he worketh. Which Work the God of 
Peace and Truth ſpecdily bring to paſſe 
in an orderly, in a godly and peace- 
ablc Ways | | 


Ab ne diem illum poſters” 
Vivant mei, quo priſtinum 
Vertant ur in lutum aurea 
Que nos bearunt ſacula. 


FINIS. 
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